
Superior, State, and Magistrate Courts’ Jurisdiction  

 

• The issuing of subpoenas to compel attendance of witnesses 

in the magistrate court and subpoenas for the production of 

documentary evidence before the magistrate court 

• Trial of misdemeanor criminal cases not mentioned below   

• Trial of civil actions without regard to amount in controversy, except those 

actions in which exclusive jurisdiction is vested in the superior courts 

• The punishment of contempts by fine of amount between $200.00 and 

$500.00 or by imprisonment between 10 and 20 days  

• Review of decisions made by other courts as provided by law 

• Trial of charges of violations of county ordinances 

• Trial of civil claims, including garnishment and attachment in which exclusive jurisdiction is not vested 

in the superior court and the amount demanded does not exceed $15,000 

• The issuance of summons, trial of issues and issuance of writs and judgments in dispossessory 

proceedings and distress warrant proceedings as provided in Articles 3 and 4 of Chapter 7 of Title 44 

• The holding of courts of inquiry (preliminary hearings) 

• The hearing of applications for and the issuance of arrest and search warrants 

• Issuance of warrants and related proceedings as provided in Article 4 of Chapter 6 of Title 17, relating 

to bonds for good behavior and bonds to keep the peace 

• Punishment of contempts by fine not exceeding $200.00 or by imprisonment not exceeding ten days 

or both 

• The trial and sentencing of misdemeanor violations of Code Section 16-9-20, relating to criminal 

issuance of bad checks 

• The execution or subscribing and the acceptance of written waivers of extradition in the same manner 

provided for in Code Section 17-13-46 

• Trials of misdemeanor violations of Code Sections 16-13-30 and 16-13-2, relating to possession of less 

than one ounce of marijuana; Code Section 16-8-14, relating to theft by shoplifting of $300.00 or less; 

Code Section 3-3-23, relating to furnishing alcoholic beverages to, and purchase and possession of 

alcoholic beverages by, a person under 21 years of age; and Code Section 16-7-21, relating to criminal 

trespass. 

• All other cases not 

specifically 

mentioned 

• Felony cases 

(except in the 

case of juvenile 

offenders) 

• Cases respecting 

title to land 

• Divorce cases 

• Equity cases 

• General 

supervision over 

all inferior 

tribunals 

Superior Court 
State Court 

Magistrate Court 


